8o        Some Aspects of Robert Burns.

to be a good father; he boasts himself a libertine.
Sick, sad, and jaded, he can refuse no occasion of
temporary pleasure, no opportunity to shine; and
he who had once refused the invitations of lords
and ladies is now whistled to the inn by any
curious stranger. His death (July 21, 1796), in
his thirty-seventh year, was indeed a kindly dis-
pensation. It is the fashion to say he died of
drink ; many a man has drunk more and yet lived
with reputation, and reached a good age. That
drink and debauchery helped to destroy his con-
stitution, and were the means of his unconscious
suicide, is doubtless true ; but he had failed in life,
had lost his power of work, and was already mar-
ried to the poor, unworthy, patient Jean, before he
had shown his inclination to convivial nights, or
at least before that inclination had become dan-
gerous either to his health or his self-respect He
had trifled with life, and must pay the penalty.
He had chosen to be Don Juan, he had grasped
at temporary pleasures, and substantial happiness
and solid industry had passed him by. He died
of being Robert Burns, and there is no levity in
such a statement of the case; for shall we not,
one and all, deserve a similar epitaph ?